A DOUGHTY DEWAN
Sir C. R Ramaswami Iyer, the doughty Dewan
-of Travancore, has added another feather to his cap
by his recent press interview in reply to Gandhiji's
statement on the result of his talks with the Viceroy.
He has taken strong exception to Gandhiji's remark
that the Princes being vassals of the British Crown can
not claim a status superior to the Crown itself, and
that when the Crown parted with the power it enjoys
today over the whole of India, they must look to its
successor, i. e. the people of India, for the preservation
of their status. 4 It is not correct to say,' declared
the Travancore Dewan, 'that the States have no
status apart from the Crown. Many States have main-
tained an independent existence for hundreds of years,
and some States, including Hyderabad and Trayancore
and many of the Rajput and other States, have never
been conquered...... It cannot be asserted that, if the
Crown parts with power today, the Princes also have
to do so. Nor can there be an automatic transference
of allegiance or obligations or rights to some other
political entity excepting on the basis of fresh under-
standings and new treaties. On the other hand, if the
Crown withdraws from India, the Indian States pre-
sumably will reassume the position they occupied in
India before the treaties were entered into/ Sir C. P.
Ramaswami Iyer is a keen constitutional lawyer and
is expected to be careful about his facts. One can,
therefore, only infer that in his eagerness to contradict
Gandhiji and maintain an untenable position he has
permitted wishful thinking to get the better of his
historical sense.